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Presentation outlinePresentation outline

• Responsibilities of Local Government

• NSW Coa stal Policy

• NSW Estuary Management Program

• NSW Coa stal Management Program

• Issue s

• Case-studies

Presentation outlinePresentation outline

Case-studies

1. Narrabeen Lagoon Estuary Mgt. Plan 

2. Narrabeen Lagoon entrance 

3. Collaroy-Narrabeen Hazard Lines

4. Impact of June-July 2007 coastal storms 
on Warringah’s coastline

5. Narrabeen Lagoon – creating a 
su stainable catchment project

Council responsibilitiesCouncil responsibilities

• Local councils have primary responsibility 

for planning and development in the 
coastal zone.

Environmental ResponsibilitiesEnvironmental Responsibilities

• Under the Local Government Act (1993), a 

council has the following charter: 

to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, 

enhance and conserve the environment of the 

area for which it is responsible, in a manner 
that is consistent with and promotes the 

principles of ecologically sustainable 

development.

NSW Coastal Policy (1997)NSW Coastal Policy (1997)

The Policy addresses a number of key coastal themes,
including:

• population growth

• coastal water quality issues, especially in estuaries

• disturbance of acid sulfate soils 

• establishing a CAR system of reser ves 

• better integration of the range of government agencies 
and community organisations 

• integration of the principles of ESD into coastal zone 
management and decision making. 
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NSW Coastal Policy (1997)NSW Coastal Policy (1997)

• The 1997 Coastal Policy is based on the 

four principles of ESD contained in the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Environment (IGAE) signed in 1992. 

ESD PrinciplesESD Principles

1. Conservation of biological diversity and 

ecological integrity.

2. Inter-generational equity.

3. Improved valuation, pricing and incentive 
mechanisms.

4. The precautionary principle.

NSW Coastal Policy (1997)NSW Coastal Policy (1997)

• The Policy provides a framework for the balanced and 
coordinated management of the coast's unique physical, 
ecological, cultural and economic attributes.

• In preparing a draft local environmental plan (LEP), 
councils are required to include provisions that give 
effect to and are consistent with the Coastal Policy.

• Councils are also required to consider the Coastal Policy 
when determining development applications under 
Section 90 of the EPA Act, 1979.

NSW Coastal Policy (1997)NSW Coastal Policy (1997)

Included a new definition of the coastal 

zone:

• a one kilometre strip along the coastline, 

three nautical miles seaward and all 
coastal rivers, lakes, lagoons, estuaries 
and islands. The definition also included 
land within one kilometre of coastal rivers, 
lakes, lagoons, estuaries and islands.

NSW Coastal Policy (1997)NSW Coastal Policy (1997)

• One way in which local councils implement 

the Coastal Policy is through the 
management plans which they are 
required to prepare under Section 402 of 
the Local Government Act, 1993.
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Coastal and Estuary Programs
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Context

• 85% li ving i n coastal zone

• $1 Billion coastal assets at risk

• $200 Million flood l osses annuall y

• Existing policies and pr ograms support key 

decisi on makers – l ocal government

• Climate change - i ncreased damag e risk

• Recent dr oug ht and mil d ocean conditi ons  have 

concealed potenti al losses
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Historical Cont ext - Coastal Zon e

NSW  has a long h istory of co ast al ero sion  and  

estu ary d egradation .

Collaroy 1974

Wamberal 1976
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Estuary Degradation

Recreation

Residential  Developmen t

Degraded Wetlan ds

Algal Blooms

Siltation

Erosion

Rubbish

Acid Soils

Water  Quality

Fish Kills
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Legislative and Policy F rameworks

• Coastal Protection Ac t 1978

• Lake Illawarra Authority Act 1987

• Coastline Hazards Policy 1988

• Estuary Management Policy 1992

• NSW Coastal Policy 1997

• Coastal Protection Regulations 2000

• National Framework for Integrate d 
Coastal Zone Mana gement 2006

• State Plan – priority E4

• New Coastal Zone Ma nagement Ma nual 
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The objectives of the programs

• To conserve and improve recreational amenities and 
environmental qualities of the coastal zone;

• Enhance and improve public access to beaches, 
foreshores, headlands and waterways;

• Reduce the impacts of physical coastal and 
estuarine processes on development;   and

• Ensure development is planned in an ecologically 
sustainable manner.
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Coast al and Estuary M anagement Plan s

• Programs work in partnership 
with local councils and 
community 

• develops coastal zone 
management plans

• 1:1 State and council funding

F OR M C OAS TA L Z ON E  MA NA GE MEN T COMMIT TEE

ID EN TI FY  I SS UE S AN D S ET GOA LS

U N DE RTA K E COAS TA L ZONE  S TU DY

UN DE RTA K E COA STA L ZONE  MA NA GEMEN T ST UD Y

PR EPA R E COA STA L ZONE  MA NA GEMEN T PL AN

IMPL EME NT C OA ST AL ZON E MAN AGEME NT  P LA N
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E stabl is h coas tal  zone  man age ment  c ommit tee to 
p rovi de stakeh ol der in put  and  gu id e pl an prepa ra ti on .

I de nt ify coa stal mana gemen t i ssue s. Frame  vi si on ,
g oal s and  o bj ect iv es,  rev iew  exi st in g data.

D eve lo p a n und erstandi ng  o f the coa stal zon e and i ts
v alu es wi th a fo cus on  man age me nt  i ssu es.

Ide nt ify and  a ssess  man age ment  o pt io ns i n a  s oci al , 
ecol og ica l and  e cono mic  co ntext .  R ecomme nd 
ma nag ement  opt i ons .

P repare  an d gaze tte a coas tal  zone  man age ment  p la n 
th at pro vid es for e col ogi cal l y s ustai nab le man agemen t  
o f  the co astal  zo ne.

I mpl emen t,  mo ni to r, eval ua te an d re vie w pl an  pe rfo rma nce.
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Partn ership s and output s (St atewid e)

Coastal

- 35 committees 

- 11 plans completed 

- Since 1992, $49 million 

directed to projects

- Major projects and studies 

undertaken at Maroubra, Lady 
Robinsons Beach, Jimmys
Beach Wollongong, Byron, 

Newcastle, Gosford, Wyong, 
Manly and Warringah.
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Partn ership s and output s (St atewid e)

Estuaries

- 75% of 130 significant estuaries 
covered 

- 84 committees 

- 54 plans completed 

- Since 1992, $41million directed to 
805 minor projects

- Major environmental projects 
undertaken at Chipping Norton, 
Tuggerah Lakes, Lake Macquarie, 
Lake Illawarra, Kooragang Island 
and the Tweed River
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Coast al and Estuary Programs Outco mes

Planning

Buffer  to devel opmen t 

Moonee  Creek

Studies

Causeway Inves t igati on 

Burr ill Lake

Recr eation

Weemal a We tlan d and  

beach access

Education

Educa tion programs
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Coast al and Estuary Programs Outco mes

Plans

Litter  tra p Lake Mac quar ie

Repair  of seawal l 

Cronulla Beach

Ripar i an rehab ilit atio n 

Tweed River

Works

Rud d Lab or co mm its  up to $2 0 milli on 

for Tu ggerah  Lakes

J OINT MEDIA STATEMENT 
PETER GARRETT MP, SHADOW MINISTER FOR CLIMATE 

CHANGE, ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE 
ANTHONY ALBANESE MP, SHADOW MINISTER FOR 

INFRASTRUCTURE & WATER, AND 
CRAIG THOMSON, ALP CANDIDATE FOR DOBELL 

1 6 J uly  200 7
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How grants are allocated

• Allocation $3-$4 million pa matched by councils

• Call for an expression of interest from councils 
with an application form

• Assessment of applications and preparation of 
priority list

• Approval of priority list and grant offers by 
Minister (DECC)

• Acceptance of grant offer by local council 
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State wid e dat a collect ion

• Oversee coastal data collection to support 
management plans and decision making;

- Waves, tides, water levels, wat er 
quality.

- Hyd rographi c survey.

- Photogrammet ry.

• Provide data and information to agencies and 
community for decision making (800,000 
applications per annum).

• Provide expert/specialist advice to courts for 
NSW Government.
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Gazettal of Coast al Zon e M an agement Plan s 
Coast al Prot ection  Act ( 1979)

• Counc il is required to s eek approval by the Minist er to gazett e 

an adopted p lan

• Ther e ar e statut ory requir ements for the pr eparat ion, publ ic 
exh ib ition, appr ov al & gaz ettal

• Following the public exh ib ition, subm it a dr aft coast al z one 
managem ent plan to the Minist er 

• If plan is appr ov ed by the M in ister, c ounci l is to m ak e the plan
and publis h it in the Gaz ette

• Com menc es on date on whic h it is publ ished in the Gaz ette

Warringah Council

Natural Environment Unit Natural Environment Unit

Manager: Gareth Curtis

Three teams:

• Environmental Education

• Bushland and Biodiversity

• Catchment Management

Natural Environment Unit 

Objectives

1. Deliver quality  service to internal & external 
customers 

2. Identify  & manage hazards associated with the 
natural environment for protection of life & property  

3. Maintain & enhance the diversity  & resilience of 
terrestrial & aquatic ecosy stems 

4. Practice, promote & facilitate sustainable living in 
Warringah

5. Provide infrastructure that meets current & future 
community  needs which are shared equitably  & 
sustainable 

Legislation

• Environment Planning and Assessment 
Act (1979)

• Threatened Species Con servation Act 
(1995)

• Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999)

• National Parks and Wildlife Act (1974)

• Local Govern ment Act (1993)

• Fisheries Manage ment Act (1994)

• Water Manage ment Act (2000)

• Protection of the Environment 
Operation s Act (1997)

• Coastal Protection Act (1979)
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Bushland and Biodiversity
Team

Responsibilities

Bushland and Biodiversity is responsibl e 
for management of 1100ha of council 
bushland (125 reserves) and strat egic 
planning input for 2600ha urban 
bushland:

1. Fire protection works on urban 
bushland boundaries (138km)

2. Bushcare volunteers (50 sites )

3. Bush regeneration contracts (150 sites )

Responsibilities

4. Feral animal control 

5. Noxious weed control (public and 
private land)

6. Threatened species habit at management

7. Maintenance and construction of tracks 
and trails in bushland 

8. Advisory and education role on 
biodiversity/threat ened species planning 
and management issues (public and 
private land) 1750 Vegetation 2000 Vegetation

Main facts

• 37 vegetation communities - 17 threat ened, 
13 not in National Parks

• 914 native plants – 19 threatened, 159 not 
in National Parks

• 408 native fauna, 56 threat ened, 144 not 
recorded in National Parks 

• 47 birds listed on International Migratory 
Agreements

Catchment Management 
Team
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Responsibilities

Catchment Management is 
responsible for:

1. Flooding (6 floodplains 
mapped so far)

2. Creeks (approx 100km of 
creeks)

3. Coastline (14km of coastline)
4. Lagoons (4 coastal lagoons)
5. Stormwater (331 km of pipes 

and 14,000 pits)
6. Water quality  and ecological 

monitoring (15 sites)

Areas of Management

1. Flooding

– Flood studies & flood risk management
– Community complaints & flooding 

investigations 

– Internal customer advice

2. Creeks 

– Creek policy & management

– Advice on DA applications that affect creeks 
or wetlands

3. Coastline

– Beach replenishment & 

nourishment 

– Coastal dune management  

– Coastal Erosion issues

– Input into DA’s for coastal 
development

4. Lagoons 
– Entrance 

management 

(breakouts & 

clearance 
projects)

– Rehabilitation 

Projects

5. Water Quality

– Environmental 

monitoring of creeks 
& waterways 

throughout Warringah  
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6. Stormwater

– Management of Council stormwater 

assets

– Stormwater design & upgrade projects

Useful references and resources

• NSW Coastline Management Manual (1990)

• NSW Estuary Management Manual (1992)
• NSW Floodplain Management Manual (2006)

• NSW Coastal Policy (1997)

• www.planning.nsw.gov.au

• www.environment.nsw.gov.au

• www.naturalresources.nsw.gov.au

• www.fisheries.nsw.gov.au

• www.austlii.edu.au

• www.bom.gov.au

• www.mhl.nsw.gov.au
• www.wrl.unsw.edu.au

• www.coastalconference.com

• www.sydneycoastalcouncils.com.au

Case Studies


